Dear Senator                         ,

Even as the U.S. struggles with its own economic stress, President Obama has received a Nobel Peace Prize for looking beyond the country’s borders. Hunger is a devastating symptom of poverty in which families or individuals cannot afford to meet their basic need for food. Nearly one billion people in the world suffer from hunger, and another two billion are undernourished. There are social and government sponsored programs available in the U.S., but many other countries do not have the funding to support these programs. In these countries, once a family goes hungry, there are few places for them to go for help. Even some people in the U.S. do not have access to programs such as soup kitchens, food stamps, and job training. 

Every day, almost 16,000 children die from hunger-related causes globally—one child every five seconds. These facts are extremely jarring. However, there is hope if the world improves its food security. The World Food Summit of 1996 defined food security as existing “when all people at all times have access to sufficient, safe, and nutritious food to maintain a healthy and active life.” 

You can help by supporting efforts to make The Global Food Security Act of 2009 a law. The Global Food Security Act of 2009 is a bill that was introduced on February 5, 2009 by Richard Lugar (Indiana-R). If this bill becomes a law, it will authorize appropriations from 2010 through 2014 to provide assistance to foreign countries to promote food security, to stimulate rural economies, and to improve emergency response to food crises. Here in the U.S., we have the monetary resources and political influence to achieve this. If we have the resources and the ability, we have the responsibility to take action.

I care very much about the issue of global hunger and poverty and strongly believe that steps need to be taken to make the Global Food Security Act of 2009 a law. I hope you will represent me as a Rhode Islander and advocate for this cause by using your political influence.

I look forward to your response. 

Sincerely,

Name:

Age:

City:

