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IMPACT
YOUR SPRING 2017

You can shine a light 
of hope for children in 
Zimbabwe with Little 
Sun solar lamps! Find 
out how on page 4. 



Hebatallah and 

Mariam help make the 

streets of Cairo safe.       

While their favorite part 

of New York may have 

been making snowballs, 13 

year-olds Mariam and Heba 

were all business when 

they spoke at the 2017 UN 

Commission on the Status 

of Women in March.

Sadly, 18 percent of girls 

drop out of school in 

Egypt, and harassment is 

a contributing problem. 

Dark streets, unsafe 

transportation, stray dogs, 

and loitering groups of 

unemployed men threaten 

their safety. 

“As girls, we have decided 

not to go on living in unsafe 

environments without 

speaking up,” Mariam said.

Your support of Because I 

am a Girl’s Safer Cities for 

Girls program helps girls like 

Heba and Mariam advocate 

for change. Following their 

lead, classmates, community 

members, and government 

officials are getting involved. 

Groups are now working 

together to improve 

neighborhoods by installing 

streetlights and improving 

transportation.

Girls’ clubs have been 

created, and youth are 

learning about their 

rights and how to protect 

themselves. 

Thanks to you, Safer Cities for 

Girls is impacting lives in Hanoi, 

Delhi, Kampala, Lima, and Cairo.  

You can learn more at: planusa.

org/girls. 
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This spring, Nickelodeon International’s Together 
For Good and Plan partnered to promote gender 
equity with Together We Rock. The pro-social 
campaign features a “School of Rock” TV 
marathon highlighting strong female role models, 
and an online game developed with Plan’s youth 
delegates promoting equity. “We want to remind 
kids that anyone can be a leader, regardless of 
gender,” said Mario Cader-Frech, SVP of Public 

Affairs and CSR, Viacom International.

To become a corporate partner, please email 

Katherine.OHare@planusa.org or call 202-617-2277. 

NICKELODEON INTERNATIONAL & PLAN ROCK FOR 
GENDER EQUITY

CORPORATE DONOR SPOTLIGHT 

“Before, it was very hard for 
me to speak up and share my 
opinions. Now I’m speaking 
with government officials, 
and we have started seeing 
changes in our community!” 
— Heba, age 13, Cairo

YOUTH DELEGATES FROM CAIRO TAKE 
NEW YORK CITY BY STORM       

BECAUSE I AM A GIRL 

Check out 
Together for Good 
online: http://bit.ly/
TogetherForGood 



When CEO Tessie San Martin 

and donors from North 

Carolina visited Nicaragua in 

March, they witnessed the full 

breadth of the programs you 

make possible.

First, this group was blown away to see 

the business operation of two young 

beekeepers.

“They told us about their challenges 

developing organic honey—which was 

delicious, by the way—and finding 

financing to buy equipment,” Tessie 

said. “Plan helped them with advisory 

services and initial seed capital two 

years earlier. But the rest was all them.”

The group then visited the rural 

community of Asendes, where a new 

health clinic now provides vital prenatal 

care, including ultrasound screenings. 

Expectant mothers no longer have to 

travel to the faraway hospital in Boaco. 

The result has been fewer unattended 

births and healthier moms and babies. 

“It was inspiring,” Tessie said. “But 

what really brought home the power of 

Plan’s programming was learning that 

the young pediatrician was herself a 

former sponsored child!” 

“This extraordinary young woman 

credited Plan with sparking in her a 

desire to ‘superarse’ [better herself].” 

Your impact through child sponsorship 

and support of Plan’s projects around 

the world is immeasurable. You are 

changing lives every day. Thank you.

Read more blogs and articles by Tessie online 

at: www.planusa.org/dr-tessie-san-martin.         

 SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT

YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS AT WORK

PROGRAMS IN NICARAGUA 
INSPIRE AND SURPRISE 

HONORED TO 
SPONSOR 
LORENZO   

Sixteen-year-old Lorenzo 

has an entire “family” of 

sponsors behind him – the 

Harmony Science Academy 

High School National Honor 

Society in Houston.  

Over the years, Lorenzo has developed 

a special bond with these caring teens.

“Through this sponsorship we have 

learned that not only is there so much 

for you to give, there is so much that 

you too will receive in return,” said Ineke 

Kerkhofs, the organization’s coordinator.

There is an honor society tree in the 

school’s hallway featuring all members, 

and Lorenzo has his own name tag. 

“We have been able to see our friend 

grow up throughout the years,” said 

Ineke. “He will always be a part of our 

organization and, most importantly, our 

family.”

To sponsor a child or add to your sponsorship 

family, please visit: www.planusa.org/

sponsorship.        

“We have not only been able to help a 

child, but we have helped him in his own 

environment,” added Christina, an honor 

society member, echoing a sentiment 

shared by all NHS members.     
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You help fund rural health 
clinics like this one in Asendes, 
Nicaragua, which two Plan 
donors and CEO Tessie San 
Martin recently visited.



Today 1.1 billion people worldwide don’t have access to electricity. 

In rural Zimbabwe, families often use unreliable and expensive lighting—like kerosene and flashlights—when they can afford it. 

Learning and earning potential is drastically limited. Studying, working, or even finding one’s way to a latrine at night are difficult 

and dangerous. 

But a group of former Plan sponsored children are shining a light of 

hope in their communities. Through the Alight Zimbabwe Trust, these 

environmentally-conscious entrepreneurs sell and distribute Little Sun 

solar lamps at affordable prices. Their social enterprise creates jobs and 

lights the way for their communities to overcome poverty. 

Shaped like bright flowers, the sturdy lamps charge during the day. At 

night, children can use their lights to study, parents can work, and families 

can enjoy safer, cleaner environments. 

You can brighten the future for children in Zimbabwe. With each Little Sun you 

fund, you’ll bring light and livelihood to families in need. You’ll also help former 

Plan sponsored children grow their businesses and power the future! 

Learn more at www.givedifferently.org

Plan International USA 

155 Plan Way 

Warwick, RI 02886 

1-800-556-7918 

donorrelations@planusa.org

www.planusa.org

@PlanUSA on Twitter 

Plan International USA on Facebook 

@Plan_USA on Instagram
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 YOU GAVE SO MUCH HOPE THIS WINTER!

    A STORY OF HOPE

FORMER SPONSORED CHILDREN HELP 
POWER  THE FUTURE. YOU CAN TOO! 

THIS PAST HOLIDAY 

SEASON YOU JOINED 

THOUSANDS OF 

PLAN SUPPORTERS 

BY GIVING 

DIFFERENTLY WITH 

A GIFT OF HOPE. 

The figures above represent just a small sample of the great impact you have had on struggling communities around 
the world.  Thank you so much for transforming the lives of children and families living in poverty.
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