
IMPACT
YOUR

WINTER 2017
You’re Breaking Down Barriers to 
Girls’ Education in Burkina Faso ..... 2

Creating Child-Friendly Spaces     
in Haiti ..................................................... 3

Writing a Hopeful Future       

for Children ............................................ 3

Changing Lives Together in 2016 ....  4

Target Helps Children Thrive ............ 4

Hurricane Matthew left 
9-year-old Nadége and 
her family homeless. By 
supporting the Disaster and 
Recovery Fund in Haiti, you 
have helped keep them safe.    



“When I was 9, I 

started selling sweet 

potatoes to pay for 

school supplies,” said 

Aminata. 

The youngest of six children, 

Aminata lost her father 

when she was only 7. Her 

mother works hard, but 

she can’t afford to send 

her children to school. In 

Burkina Faso, where they 

live, only 17.5 percent of girls 

pass elementary school and 

continue to high school. But 

Aminata was determined to 

get an education. Thanks to 

supporters like you, she’s 

doing just that.

Your generosity brought 

Plan’s Because I am a Girl 

BRIDGE project to Aminata’s 

village. This holistic program 

provides scholarships, 

stipends, bicycles, 

dormitories, and a daily meal.

“When I came home with 

a scholarship, my mother 

danced and sang!” Aminata 

said.

She studied hard and now 

has a grade-point average of 

16.33 out of 20!

You have helped improve 

educational outcomes for 

nearly 40,000 girls and 

boys in 132 rural villages 

in Burkina Faso. You’ve 

helped construct schools, 

mobilize community support, 

and lower barriers to girls’ 

education.

With your support, girls like 

Aminata continue to beat the 

odds and follow their dreams.

To make a gift toward girls’ 

education, please use the 

enclosed postage-paid 

form. Or learn more online at                 

www.planusa.org/girls.

BECAUSE I AM A GIRL 

YOU’RE BREAKING DOWN BARRIERS TO 

GIRLS’ EDUCATION IN BURKINA FASO   

“When I was 9, I started selling 
sweet potatoes to pay for school 
supplies,” said Aminata.   
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You’ve helped educate, 

shelter, and protect the 

children of Haiti.   

After Hurricane Matthew battered the 

southwest coast of Haiti in October, 

compassionate people like you 

provided immediate assistance. With 

your support, Plan distributed clean 

drinking water, food, and more than 

4,500 hygiene kits to 25,000 families 

whose homes and livelihoods were 

destroyed.

Most recently, you also helped create 

four child-friendly spaces in Rousselin, 

Dame Marie, and Grand’Anse, where 

86 schools were closed to provide 

temporary shelters for thousands of 

displaced residents. Now children can 

learn and play safely while receiving 

the emotional support they need to 

heal. At the same time, caregivers can 

attend parenting sessions to learn 

how to protect children from violence, 

abuse, and exploitation.

“Children need…to have some fun, 

to learn, and to interact with others 

in a less cramped and frenetic 

environment,” said Carl-Henry Petit-

Frere, Child Rights Advisor at Plan 

International Haiti. “We have even been 

able to reach teenage mothers who left 

school when they became pregnant. 

Without Child-Friendly Spaces, these 

girls wouldn’t have had this opportunity 

to continue their education.”

While the road to recovery is 

challenging, your ongoing partnership 

is critical. You help maintain the health, 

dignity, and rights of children in Haiti as 

rebuilding continues. 

To give more toward these efforts, please 

visit: https://www.planusa.org/help-for-haiti.               

 SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT

YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS IN ACTION

CREATING CHILD-FRIENDLY 

SPACES IN HAITI   

WRITING A 
HOPEFUL 
FUTURE FOR 
CHILDREN   

After independent careers 

in magazine and newspaper 

journalism, Richard Starks 

and Miriam Murcutt now work 

together as full-time authors in 

Boulder, Colorado. Loyal Plan 

supporters for 12 years, they’ve 

recently decided to add a 

bequest to Plan in their will.
     

“Hopefully, the bequest will take many 

more years for Plan to realize,” Richard 

said with a laugh, “but we wanted to know 

that we’ll be supporting children in a 

future we won’t see ourselves.”

Richard and Miriam travel often and are 

keen to visit some of Plan’s programs 

in the field. They are committed to 

improving the health and welfare of 

children worldwide, and hope their gift 

helps realize this aspiration.

To include Plan in your will or trust, 

contact us at bequest@planusa.org or call                      

1-877-906-3567 to speak with a member of   

our Planned Giving team.

You brought smiles 
to many faces at the 
celebration of a new 
child-friendly space 
in Grand’Anse. 

“We have led fortunate lives, based in 

large part on our educations and the 

opportunities available to us. In some 

way, we would like to help people who, 

through no fault of their own, have lives 

of harder struggle,” Miriam added.    
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Plan International USA 

155 Plan Way 
Warwick, RI 02886 
1-800-556-7918 
donorrelations@planusa.org
www.planusa.org

@PlanUSA on Twitter 

Plan International USA on Facebook 

@Plan_USA on Instagram
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Since 2003, Target has been a valued Plan partner, investing more than $750,000 to help 

impoverished children around the world gain access to quality education. With grants through 

United Way Worldwide, Target’s generosity has helped repair classrooms, create libraries, train 

instructors, and provide teachers with equipment to enrich their lessons. This year, Target is 

supporting several of Plan’s new educational projects in Thailand and China. Now 500 children 

in two provinces can have safe transportation to school, three schools can finally provide clean 

water, and five preschools will have improved learning environments. Target is helping ensure 

that 95 teachers and more than 3,400 children receive essential educational support through 

the funding of trainings; life-skills sessions; and engaging after-school activities like sports 

teams, music lessons, computer classes, and theater clubs. Thanks to long-term partners like 

Target, we can continue to help the world’s poorest children not only survive, but thrive! 

If your organization would like to partner with Plan, please contact Katherine O’Hare at 202-617-2277 or 

Katherine.OHare@planusa.org.

TARGET HELPS CHILDREN THRIVE          
Target staff present 
educational materials to 
students in China. 

CORPORATE SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT 

CHANGING LIVES TOGETHER IN 2016


